






Mahalia Jackson is widely regarded as the queen 

of gospel music. 
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The National Museum of the American Indian 

National Powwow, Verizon Center, Washington, 

D.C., 2005 Photo by Walter Larrimore/Smithsonian’s 

National Museum of the American Indian

exhibit. A Singer’s Showcase featuring local talent in 
Country, Gospel, R&B, Jazz, Folk and other Tradition-
al music, will also be held at the Chatom Community 
Center on the 4th of July.

“We are very pleased to be able to bring New Har-
monies to our area,” said Washington County Muse-
um curator, Barbara Waddell. “It allows us the op-
portunity to explore this fascinating aspect of our 
own region’s musical history and we hope that it will 
inspire many to become even more involved in the 
cultural life and history of our community.” 

Find out how you can help!
There are many ways that people can get involved. 

In addition to the 700 square foot exhibit provided 
by the Smithsonian, local collections of instruments, 
albums, and musical memorabilia will also be needed 
for display.

A calendar of musical events during the 6-week 
exhibit, (which includes a Drive-In Movie and Blue-
grass Music, a Christian Music Celebration, a Zydeco 
Creole Day, a Teen Open Mic Night, a musicianship 
workshop series, an acoustic block party at the court-
house in Chatom and a performance at St. Stephens 
Park), is currently being fi nalized.  A complete calen-
dar of events will be posted in local newspapers and 
on the Washington County Chamber of Commerce 
Web site, under the events category, www.washing-
toncountyal.com. Those wishing to volunteer, par-
ticipate, or schedule group tours are encouraged 
to contact the Washington County Public Library at 
251.847.2097 for more information.

Individuals or groups interested in singing in the 
July 4th Exhibit Kick-off should submit a CD to Fran 
Thornton, at P.O. Box 817, Chatom, AL 36518, or 
email her at thorntonfran@yahoo.com for more in-
formation.

Join us as we celebrate the Roots of American mu-
sic and the cultural infl uences that make music in 
Washington County so special! 

hibition Explores 
Washington County 

For more information or to fi nd out ways you can be apart of this 
exhibit or to schedule group tours please call the Washington 
County Public Library at 251.847.2097
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A weather radio is an impor-
tant item to have during se-

vere weather season.  The National 
Oceanic Atmospheric Administra-
tion (NOAA) suggests purchasing a 
NOAA Weather Radio All Hazards 
(NWR) with the Specifi c Area Mes-
sage Encoding (SAME) receiver for 
your home.                                            

A weather radio with the SAME 
coding allows you to program your 
county into the radio.  This pro-
vides for more accurate warnings 
of the area.

A programmed NWR SAME re-
ceiver will turn on for that message 
for the specifi c area, with the lis-
tener hearing the 1050 Hz warning 
alarm tone as an attention signal, 
followed by the broadcast mes-
sage. 

Weather radios without the SAME 
capability will alert for emergencies 
anywhere within the coverage area 
of the NWR transmitter.  This typi-
cally covers several counties, even 
though the emergency could be 
well away from the listener. 

To program weather radios with 
the SAME coding you need to know 
the 6-digit SAME code number for 
that area. Call 1-888-697-7263 for 
a voice menu which is TTY/TTD 
accessible or go to the NWR Web 
site at www.weather.gov/National 
Weather Radio/CntyCov /National-
WeatherRadioAL.htm

Once you have the number, fol-
low the instructions that came with 
your weather radio for program-
ming. 

Below are local SAME codes for 
this area.

COUNTY  SAME # 
   CLARKE  001025 

MONROE  001099 
WASHINGTON 001129 
WILCOX  001131 

SAME Code 
Gives Accurate 
Weather 
Warnings 

Matthew Smith of Thomasville High School is the 2009 recipient 
of Clarke-Washington Electric Membership Cooperative’s annu-

al scholarship. The $1,000 scholarship will help Matthew as he attends 
Auburn University and aims to have a career in the physical therapy 
fi eld. 

Michael has an impressive resume fi lled with school and commu-
nity activities.  He was on the Thomasville High School Tigers basket-
ball team; Mu Alpha Theta, a mathematics honor society; the National 
Honor Society and participated in scholars’ bowl.  His has succeeded 
in extracurricular activities, as well as in the classroom as proven with 
a grade point average of 4.0.  

His community involvement includes the Boy Scouts of America.  He 
is a Life Scout with Troop 76 and is working on completing his service 
project to earn his Eagle Scout Award.  
He also serves as a color guard with the 
Boy Scouts of America for the local VFW’s 
Veteran’s Day and Memorial Day ceremo-
nies. 

Matthew has volunteered with the Sal-
vation Army during the Christmas holi-
days and works at a youth detention facil-
ity tutoring delinquent boys and helping 
organize the facility’s library.

He is a member of Fulton Baptist 
Church and went on a mission trip to 
Tohono O’Odham Indian Reservation in 
Arizona, participates in his church’s youth 
group’s special community projects and 
chaperoned elementary age students at 
music camp. 

Matthew is certifi ed in CPR, First Aid, 
and Life Saving by the American Red 
Cross and Boy Scouts of America.  He also 
serves as a lifeguard during the summer 
months. 

He is the son of Michael and Sarah 
Smith of Fulton.  

The Electric Cooperative Foundation, Inc., was created by the electric 
cooperatives of Alabama in 1997.  Their mission is to give back to the 
communities they serve by providing scholarships for qualifying high 
school seniors.  The sole decision as to who receives the scholarship is 
determined by the Board of Directors of the Foundation. 

The committee looks for well-rounded students in each rural electric 
cooperative’s service area.  One scholarship is awarded annually to stu-
dents who show leadership, hard work ethics, and a sense of pride for 
their community and responsibility as citizens in the CWEMC area.

Clarke-Washington EMC congratulates Matthew on graduating from 
Thomasville High School and wishes him the best as he begins his col-
legiate career at Auburn University.  

Scholarship awarded 
to Matthew Smith 

Matthew Smith of Thomasville 
High School is the 2009 re-
cipient of Clarke-Washington 
EMC’s annual scholarship.  
He will be attending Auburn 
University in the fall.
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CWEMC and AT&T 
recently worked 

together to remove a 
dangerous trees that was 
leaning toward a power 
line.

AT&T was willing to 
drop a fi ber cable line 
while CWEMC crews cut 
down the tree.  

This coooperation pre-
vented a costly damage 
and saved both utilities 
time and fi nances of 
repair. 

Clarke-Washington often 
partners with other utili-
ties to prevent potential 
power outage situations. 

CWEMC Partners With Other Utilities CWEMC Partners With Other Utilities 
to Protect Lines to Protect Lines 




